Service of Light
Worship Leader - normal type. Congregational responses - bold type
*Indicates all who are able are invited to stand
*CALL TO WORSHIP
God is my light and my salvation: whom shall I fear?
God is the strength of my life:  whom shall I dread?
I am seeking your presence, O God.
Do not abandon me to my foes.  
There are people who hate me; 
there are things that control me; 
there are places that frighten me.
Trust in God.  Stand fast and have courage.
Help us this night not to fall away.  Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one another, and give us the courage to withstand.
CHORAL INTROIT
*PRAYER AT THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES
O Gracious Light, Pure brightness of the eternal Creator in heaven, 
O Jesus Christ, holy and Blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold your vesper light, 
we sing your praises, Holy God, One in Trinity.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, 
O Christ of God, 
O Giver of Life, 
and to be glorified through all the worlds.
HYMN	“Go to Dark Gethsemane” v. 1-3	#196
LIGHTING THE CANDLES
After the table candles are lit, you are invited to come forward, to take a candle and light it off of one of the table candles.

Service of Shadows
As you listen to the readings to follow, you are invited to extinguish their candle at some point when a reading particularly strikes them – or when all the readings are finished.
I
SHADOW OF BETRAYAL	      					
Matthew 26:20-25
Extinguishing of the First Candle
ANTHEM		“IN THE GARDEN”		
II
SHADOW OF AGONY OF SPIRIT AND ARREST    
Matthew 26:36-50
Extinguishing of the Second Candle
HYMN		“Were You There” v.1 		#198
III
SHADOW OF DENIAL	         				
Matthew 26:69-75
Extinguishing of the Third Candle
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE
Let us pray:
Spirit of Christ, be with us now.  
We may try to avoid this hour of trouble; we may not stay awake.  
Help us to face our fear of the cross on which you died.  
Help us face the crosses we must carry to honor your life.
[bookmark: _GoBack]SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION
Let us continue:
We are your disciples.  
And we too follow you with confusion and fear.  
Strengthen us, we pray, 
so that we may walk through life into death without fear; 
through the night into eternal light.  Amen	
IV
SHADOW OF ACCUSATION      			 		
Matthew 27:11-14, 20-29
Extinguishing of the Fourth Candle
HYMN		“Were You There” v.2 		#198	
V
SHADOW OF CRUCIFIXION AND HUMILIATION         	
Matthew 27:31-43			
Extinguishing of the Fifth Candle		 		
VI
SHADOW OF DEATH 	        	  				
Matthew 27:45-54			
Extinguishing of the Sixth Candle
3 loud knocks come from the back of the sanctuary to represent the death of Jesus
VII
SHADOW OF BURIAL 	        	  				
Matthew 27:57-60			
Extinguishing of the Seventh Candle
HYMN		“Were You There” v.3 		#198	
THE PROMISE
	John 14:15-17

YOU ARE INVITED TO LEAVE INTO THE SHADOWS OF THE NIGHT.
There is no Benediction because the events of this night do not conclude until Easter morning resurrection.  Keep the faith in vigil through Good Friday and Holy Saturday.  Please depart in silence.
Easter Sunday Sunrise		April 20, 6am		Sunrise Park
Easter Morning Breakfast 	April 20, 7-9:30am	Fellowship Hall
Easter Sunday Service		April 20, 10am		Sanctuary
Light Into Darkness: A Service for Maundy Thursday was written by the Rev. Dr. David Bahr, pastor of Park Hill Congregational United Church of Christ in Denver, Colorado.   
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